DAIRY AUSTRALIA – STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TEMPLATE
	VACCINATION AND DRENCHING
Safely vaccinating and drenching cattle in accordance with the farm's herd health program and veterinary advice.
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📝 Template Note: This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is provided as a template only. It must be reviewed and adapted to reflect your farm business.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE
	Purpose
To ensure vaccinations and drenches are administered safely, effectively and in accordance with the farm's herd health program, product label directions and veterinary recommendations.
	Scope
This SOP applies to all employees responsible for administering vaccinations or drenches to calves, heifers, dry cows and milking cows.


BEFORE YOU START
	PPE
Wear disposable gloves, enclosed footwear and appropriate work clothing. Wear eye protection where there is a risk of splashing.
	EQUIPMENT
Ensure all required equipment is available before commencing, including the appropriate vaccines or drenches, administration equipment, treatment records and product labels.
	PREPARATION
Confirm the correct animals are being treated, check product expiry dates, calculate the correct dose and ensure all equipment is clean and functioning correctly. Read and follow the product label before administering any treatment. Farm vaccination and drenching schedules should be developed in consultation with the herd veterinarian.
	TIP
Prepare all equipment before bringing cattle into the yards to minimise handling time and reduce stress.



	!
	WARNING: Only administer approved products in accordance with the product label or written veterinary instructions. Incorrect dosing or poor technique may affect animal health, food safety and treatment effectiveness.


PROCEDURE
	STEP
	WHAT TO DO
	SAFETY / QUALITY / ENVIRONMENT

	1
	Prepare equipment
Gather vaccines, drenches, syringes, drench guns, needles and treatment records. Check product witholding periods prior to use.
	Check expiry dates and ensure products have been stored according to label requirements.

	2
	Identify cattle for treatment
Draft and identify the correct group of animals according to the farm's herd health program.
	Confirm animal identification before treatment.

	3
	Administer vaccinations
Vaccinate cattle according to the farm vaccination schedule using the correct dose, route and injection technique.
	Follow the Use of Needles and Injecting Cattle SOP and always read the product label.

Avoid vaccinating cattle during very hot weather” because their immune reaction to the vaccine can raise body temp and occasionally cause death during hot weather.

	4
	Administer drenches
Administer oral or pour-on drenches using the correct equipment and dose for the animal's weight.
	Ensure the full dose is delivered and avoid contamination of products.

Avoid administration of pour-on drenches during wet weather.

	5
	Monitor treated animals
Observe animals after treatment for any adverse reactions or unusual behaviour.
	Seek veterinary advice if an adverse reaction occurs.

	6
	Record treatments
Record the date, animal group, product, batch number (where required), dose, withholding period and operator.
	Accurate records support food safety, traceability and herd health management.


HERD HEALTH PROGRAM 
	ANIMAL GROUP
	TYPICAL TREATEMENTS
Complete these details to show your farm practices.
Always follow the farm's herd health program and veterinary recommendations.

	CALVES (APPROX 6 WEEKS)
	

	WEANED CALVES
	

	HEIFERS (PRE-JOINING)
	

	HEIFERS (PRE-CALVING)
	

	DRY COWS
	

	MILKING COWS 
	


SPILLS, EXPOSURE AND EMERGENCIES
	!
	EMERGENCY: If accidental self-injection or chemical exposure occurs, seek immediate medical attention and take the product label or Safety Data Sheet (SDS) with you. If an animal has an adverse reaction, contact the herd veterinarian immediately.


DISPOSAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
	Hygiene

	Use clean equipment, replace needles as required and prevent contamination of vaccines and drenches.

	Disposal	
	Dispose of used needles in an approved sharps container and dispose of empty containers in accordance with product label instructions and farm environmental procedures.


FARM-SPECIFIC DETAILS
	!
	IMPORTANT: Complete these details before this SOP is issued to workers.

	Vaccination schedule location   
	

	Approved vaccines
	

	Approved drenches
	

	Treatment records location 
	

	Veterinarian 
	

	Emergency contact / farm manager
	


Disclaimer
Dairy Australia provides this template as general guidance only. Farm businesses are responsible for reviewing, customising and implementing this SOP to suit their own workplace, equipment, hazards and legal obligations. Users should ensure this SOP reflects current legislation, manufacturer instructions, product labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDS) relevant to their business.
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