DAIRY AUSTRALIA – STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TEMPLATE
	CALF TRAILER CLEANING AND DISINFECTION
Cleaning and disinfecting calf trailers to maintain biosecurity and reduce disease transmission.

	SOP NUMBER
	VERSION
	APPROVED BY
	NEXT REVIEW
	FARM / BUSINESS NAME

	SOP-003
	1.0
	
	
	


📝 Template Note: This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is provided as a template only. It must be reviewed and adapted to reflect your farm business.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE
	Purpose
To ensure calf trailers are cleaned and disinfected effectively to reduce the risk of disease transmission between calves and maintain high standards of hygiene and biosecurity.
	Scope
Applies to all workers responsible for transporting calves or cleaning calf trailers during the calving season.


BEFORE YOU START
	PPE
Waterproof boots, waterproof gloves, safety glasses, hearing protection (if required) and respiratory protection when handling disinfectants.
	EQUIPMENT
Pressure washer, scraper or shovel, brush, approved disinfectant, rubber mat and waste disposal area.
	PREPARATION
Remove all calves, park the trailer in the designated wash bay and ensure wastewater can be managed safely.
	TIP
Allow the trailer to dry in sunlight where practical before applying disinfectant.



	!
	WARNING: Never apply disinfectant to a dirty trailer. Organic matter such as manure and bedding reduces the effectiveness of disinfectants.


PROCEDURE
	STEP
	WHAT TO DO
	SAFETY / QUALITY / ENVIRONMENT

	1
	Wear PPE
Waterproof boots, waterproof gloves, safety glasses, hearing protection (if required) and respiratory protection when handling disinfectants.
	Replace damaged PPE. 

	2
	Prepare
Remove all bedding, manure and loose material. Dispose of waste in the designated compost or waste area. Remove the rubber mat and inspect it for damage.
	Organic material reduces disinfectant effectiveness. Take care when lifting.
[image: ]

	3
	Wash
Pressure wash the inside and outside of the trailer, including corners, gates and hinges. Pressure wash both sides of the rubber mat.
	Do not eat, drink or smoke. Prevent splashes, leaks and contamination of milk, feed, animals or waterways.

	4
	Dry
Allow the trailer and mat to dry where practical.
	Sunlight assists drying and hygiene.

	5
	Apply disinfectant 
Apply the approved disinfectant according to the manufacturer's instructions.
	Wear required PPE and observe dilution rates and contact times.
	

	6
	Complete
Replace the rubber mat, inspect the trailer and return it to service. Complete any required records.
	Trailer should be clean, dry and ready for safe calf transport.


SPILLS, EXPOSURE AND EMERGENCIES
	!
	EMERGENCY: Follow first aid procedures. Call 000 for serious injury.


DISPOSAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
	Hygiene
	Wash hands after cleaning. Clean boots before leaving the wash area.

	Environment 
	Prevent contaminated runoff entering waterways.

	Chemical storage
	Store cleaning chemicals and disinfectants safely.


FARM-SPECIFIC DETAILS
	!
	IMPORTANT: Complete these details before this SOP is issued to workers.

	Cleaning frequency
	

	Approved disinfectant and mixing rate
	

	Wash bay location
	

	Waste disposal area
	

	Farm manager
	


Disclaimer
Dairy Australia provides this template as general guidance only. Farm businesses are responsible for reviewing, customising and implementing this SOP to suit their own workplace, equipment, hazards and legal obligations. Users should ensure this SOP reflects current legislation, manufacturer instructions, product labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDS) relevant to their business.
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