Pastoral Award Pay Rates and Classifications 
Minimum rates change on 1 July each year, following the Fair Work Commission's Annual Wage Review. Rather than reproduce a table that dates quickly, use the source that is always current.

· Pay Calculator: the Fair Work Ombudsman's Pay and Conditions Tool calculates base rates, allowances, penalties and overtime for the Pastoral Award.
· Pay guide: download the current Pastoral Award pay guide for a single-page summary of rates.

The Pastoral Award 2020 applies to national system employers across Australia. In Western Australia, rates depend on how the business is run — see the Awards section. 

The following table has the pay rates which apply from 1 July 2026 – 30 June 2027.
	Pastoral Award Classes
	Weekly
	Hourly Part-time and Full-time
	Hourly Casual 

	FLH1
	Dairy Operator less than six months' experience 
	 $978.10
	 $25.74
	 $32.18

	FLH2
	Dairy Operator six to 12 months' experience 
	 $1,004.90
	 $26.44
	 $33.05

	FLH3
	Dairy Operator more than 12 months' experience 
	 $1,006.80
	 $26.49
	 $33.11

	FLH5
	Dairy Operator more than 2 years' experience 
	 $1,046.90
	 $27.55
	 $34.44

	FLH7
	Senior Dairy Operator 1
	 $1,119.10
	 $29.45
	 $36.81

	FLH8
	Senior Dairy Operator 2
	 $1,202.50
	 $31.64
	 $39.55



Junior Rates
	Age of Employee
	% of relevant adult rate

	Under 16 years
	50

	16 years
	60

	17 years
	70

	18 years
	80

	19 years
	90

	20 years
	100



Overtime Rates
	For overtime worked
	Overtime rate Full-time and Part-time employees
% ordinary hourly rate
	Overtime rate Casual employees
% ordinary hourly rate

	Monday to Saturday

	150
	175

	Sunday – Feeding and watering stock
	150
	175

	Sunday – other than feeding and watering stock
	200
	225





Pastoral award classifications 
	Pastoral Award 2020 Classification
	Typical Role
	Job Category
	Indicative Training Level

	FLH1
Farm and Livestock Hand Level 1
	Assistant Farm Hand
	Dairy operator grade 1A. Works under supervision. Suitable for new entrants to the dairy industry with less than 6 months' experience. Performs routine farming tasks such as milking, livestock handling, haymaking and fencing under supervision. Progress to FLH2 after 6 months' industry experience.
	Certificate II

	FLH2
Farm and Livestock Hand Level 2
	Assistant Farm Hand
	Dairy operator grade 1B. Works under supervision. Suitable for dairy operators with 6–12 months' industry experience. Performs a broad range of farming tasks under supervision. Progress to FLH3 after 12 months' industry experience.
	Certificate II

	FLH3
Farm and Livestock Hand Level 3
	Farm Hand
	Dairy operator grade 1B. Works under limited supervision. Suitable for dairy operators with more than 12 months' experience. Performs skilled farming operations independently or as part of a team. Progress to higher levels based on competency and role.
	Certificate III

	FLH5
Farm and Livestock Hand Level 5
	Senior Farm Hand
	Dairy operator grade 2. Skilled employee who works independently or as part of a team. Uses technical knowledge and problem-solving skills across dairy operations.
	Certificate IV

	FLH7
Farm and Livestock Hand Level 7
	Production Manager
	Senior dairy operator grade 1. Implements farm policy and sets tactics. Manages production activities on the farm and demonstrates advanced technical and industry knowledge.
	Diploma

	FLH8
Farm and Livestock Hand Level 8
	Senior Production Manager
	Senior dairy operator grade 2. Supervises staff and reports to management. Responsible for production activities, business management tasks, WHS, budgeting and staff supervision. Uses extensive technical knowledge and solves complex problems.
	Diploma

	Award-Free Business Manager
	Business Manager
	Sets business policy and has significant responsibility for ensuring the dairy enterprise operates successfully. Demonstrates extensive industry knowledge, technical expertise and business management capability.
	Advanced Diploma




