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Summary 
 

Driving Prices Up 
– Strong autumn and early winter rainfall across southeastern Australia has lifted grower 

confidence, supporting firmer pricing sentiment. 

– El Nino outlook is prompting some growers to hold back pasture hay, tightening available 
supply in parts of the market. 

– Continued freight movement north is sustaining winter demand along key transport corridors. 

– Rising livestock prices and full soil moisture profiles are increasing producer confidence and 
willingness to pay for inputs, underpinning hay values. 

– Straw prices have edged higher in parts of Victoria, with localized upward movement in 
Goulburn-Murray and southwest regions. 

– Tasmania sees lifted prices across key hay types as sellers test the market to begin clearing 
stock. 

 

Driving Prices Down 
– Widespread rainfall and strong pasture growth have reduced immediate hay demand across 

most regions. 

– Ample supply and mixed selling behaviour are pushing cereal hay prices lower for a second 
consecutive week. 

– Flat buying activity and slow trade conditions are limiting upward price movement despite 
seasonal optimism. 

 

National Weather Summary and Outlook 
– Widespread rainfall of 15 to 100mm has been recorded across parts of the eastern mainland, 

while strong fronts delivered rain across Southwest Western Australia. 

– Further rainfall is forecast for the south-east into next week, with a risk of minor to moderate 
flooding in parts of Victoria. 

– Soil moisture is average to above average across much of the country, though some areas of 
eastern Queensland, the Riverina and western Tasmania remain below average. 

– June temperatures have been warmer than usual across much of Australia, particularly in the 
southeast.  

– Rainfall from July to September is likely to be below average across much of southern and 
eastern Australia. 

Download The BOM's Weekly Agriculture, Climate and Water Update for more information. 

– Buyers are encouraged to feed test and view fodder before purchase to ensure feed quality.  

https://d365prodmktdata.blob.core.windows.net/prodfiles/External%20Communications/260622_Weekly_Climate_Ag_and_Water_Update_Final.pdf#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=d15aa895-0855-4557-8b7f-04c89eba0200
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Regional commentary 
 
Atherton Tablelands 
– Ongoing light showers of around 3 to 4 mm of rain per day in Atherton is keeping paddocks wet 

and holding up hay cutting, despite crops being ready. 

– Some hay has been lost due to wet conditions, impacting quality by reducing value to mulch. 

– Supply is delayed, with hay sitting ready but unable to be cut or moved without damaging 
paddocks and road due to the wet conditions. 

– Demand remains steady, particularly from local feedlots seeking silage and feed options, 
including chaff and weaning hay. 

– Growers are weighing up switching some crops to silage as wet conditions continue to disrupt 
hay production timing.  

– Prices are holding steady, with current rainfall likely to keep demand stable in the short term. 

– No change to pricing this week.  

– Pasture (Rhodes Grass) hay: +/-0 ($200 to $300/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Hay in the Atherton Tablelands is traditionally priced at $/bale, so checking bale 
weights for conversion is important. The price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We 
recommend testing and viewing the feed before purchase to ensure its quality. 

 

Darling Downs 
– Rainfall in late May helped ease earlier deficiencies and allowed growers to finish sowing late 

winter crops where moisture has held. Conditions have improved, but they are still fragile. 

– Recent rain has prompted restocking across the region, lifting demand for hay and other feed 
as cattle numbers begin to rebuild. 

– Supply of quality hay remains tight, with limited local availability making it difficult for buyers to 
source suitable lines. 

– The short-term forecast is mixed. Falls of 15 to 25 mm are expected in some areas, while key 
zones like Toowoomba and Dalby remain mostly dry, supporting crop growth but doing little to 
rebuild hay reserves. 

– Overall, demand is strengthening faster than supply, which is keeping pressure on availability 
and supporting firm pricing. 

– No change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($330 to $430/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($600 to $700/t). Prices remain steady this week.:  

– Straw: +/-0 ($150 to $200/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($220 to $270/t). Prices remain steady this week. 
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Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and inspecting the 
fodder before purchase to ensure its quality. 

 

North Coast NSW 

– Rainfall from March to May was below average, with significant deficiencies earlier in the year. 
Late May rain helped ease conditions, but recovery has been uneven across the region. 

– That rain also triggered restocking, lifting cattle prices and increasing demand for hay and feed 
as producers rebuild numbers. 

– Further rainfall is on the way, with up to 25 mm of rain forecast across much of NSW. Local 
conditions vary. Kyogle is expecting light falls of 1 to 2 mm of rain per day, which will freshen 
things up but do little to improve soil moisture. In contrast, Lismore is forecast to receive up to 6 
mm of rain per day, keeping paddocks wet and limiting access. 

– Ongoing wet conditions are delaying planting and cutting, with some growers now unlikely to 
complete late sowing this season. This will reduce potential hay supply heading forward. 

– Overall, demand is building on the back of restocking, while continued rainfall is restricting 
production and tightening supply across the region. 

– No change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($300 to $350/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $500/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($120 to $160/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($230 to $310/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and inspecting the 
fodder before purchase to ensure its quality. 

 

Central West NSW 
– June rainfall was solid, with Orange recording 138 mm and Young 85 mm of rain respectively. 

This has built a good moisture profile across much of the region. 

– Growers have taken the opportunity to finish sowing late winter crops where conditions allowed, 
while also wrapping up summer crop harvest such as sorghum. 

– The short-term outlook is mixed. Up to 25 mm of rain is forecast across parts of NSW, though 
key districts are expected to remain dry with clear days and low overnight temperatures. Frost 
risk is increasing. 

– Shorter days and regular frosts are slowing crop growth and keeping moisture use low. 
Growers are still looking ahead to August and September rainfall to support yield potential. 

– Hay supply is currently stable. At the same time, cereal hay and straw prices have eased 
slightly this week, reflecting slow demand or increased availability in the short term. 

– Some change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: -5 ($320 to $410/t). Prices decrease this week.  
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– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($460 to $590/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: -5 ($140 to $200/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($230 to $330/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and inspecting the 
fodder before purchase to ensure its quality. 

 

Bega Valley 

– Recent and forecast rainfall is raising confidence on the ground. While heavier falls are 
expected further south over the week, the Bega Valley is likely to see lighter showers that still 
help maintain pasture and crop conditions. 

– Localised falls of 1 to 2 mm of rain per day are expected around Cobargo from Sunday. This 
will freshen conditions but will not improve soil moisture or interrupt in-field work. 

– Strong wind warnings are in place, with risks of damaging winds inland and gale conditions 
along the coast. These conditions may impact early plantings and slow operations. 

– Shorter days and more frequent frosts are keeping crop moisture demand low. Even so, 
growers remain focused on the need for follow-up rainfall through August and September to 
support production. 

– Overall, steady demand from outside the region and light rainfall are keeping hay availability 
limited, while cereal hay and straw prices have eased this week. 

– Some change to pricing this week.  

– Cereal hay: -5 ($370 to $490/t). Prices decrease this week.  

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($535 to $675/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: -5 ($240 to $290/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($280 to $410/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced and delivered locally. The 
indicated price range applies to feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and viewing 
fodder before purchase to ensure the quality of feed. 

 
Goulburn/Murray Valley 
– The season has opened strongly, with consistent rainfall and mild conditions driving solid crop 

growth and strong early biomass. 

– The region has seen high late-June rainfall totals, including 51mm of rain at Bendigo, 50mm at 
Redesdale, and 31mm at Echuca. Over the next week, a further 15mm to 25mm of rain is 
forecast across most of the region; some northern areas may receive up to 100mm of rain. 
Flood watches are in place. 

– Strong seasonal conditions are supporting dual-purpose crops, with growers maintaining 
flexibility between grazing, hay or grain depending on how spring develops. 
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– Input cost pressure remains a concern. Fertiliser prices are limiting application rates, while 
availability of key supplies such as silage wrap and animal health products is becoming 
uncertain ahead of spring. 

– Hay continues to move out of the region into New England, with demand expected to hold 
through winter. 

– Overall, strong seasonal conditions and ongoing hay movement are limiting available supply 
locally, while cereal hay prices have eased for a second week and straw has lifted slightly. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: -5 ($245 to $365/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($440 to $600/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +5 ($115 to $135/t). Prices increase this week.  

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($170 to $330/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend feeding, testing, and viewing 
fodder before purchase to ensure feed quality.  

 

Gippsland 
– Hay continues to move out of the region into New England, with demand expected to hold 

through winter. 

– A further round of rainfall is expected in the coming days, adding to already strong seasonal 
conditions and keeping sentiment high. Flood watches are in place for parts of the region. 

– Cold and unsettled weather is forecast, including damaging winds, frosts, and possible snow 
above 1000 metres. These conditions may impact fledgling crops and will be monitored for any 
effect on yield. 

– High on-farm fodder availability and strong pasture growth are keeping hay demand low, with 
limited buying activity across the market. 

– Overall, strong seasonal conditions and low demand are keeping hay readily available, with 
cereal hay easing for a second consecutive week due to surplus supply. Straw has also eased 
slightly. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: -5 ($275 to $425). Prices decrease this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($520 to $630/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: -5 ($135 to $195/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($155 to $325/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and viewing the feed 
before purchase to ensure its quality. 
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Southwest Victoria 
– Winter crops have established well, with good germination and consistent follow-up rainfall. A 

further 10mm to 20mm of rain is expected this week, which will top-up dryland dams. 

– June rainfall has been strong across the region, including 178mm of rain at Nullawarre and 
155mm of rain at Cobden, with more forecast in the coming days. 

– Soil moisture levels are high, with some paddocks waterlogged. This is limiting access and may 
slow crop development in the short term. 

– Wet paddocks, particularly near Cape Otway where more than 200mm of rain fell in June, are 
increasing the need for supplementary feed to avoid pasture damage. Lower-cost cereal hay 
from the Wimmera is moving into these areas to help meet feed gaps. 

– Hay continues to move out of the region into New England, with demand expected to remain 
steady through winter. 

– Strong seasonal conditions and the El Nino outlook are leading some growers to hold back 
pasture hay, while others continue to sell, creating mixed signals in the market. 

– Further rainfall and wild weather, including strong winds and localised flooding, are expected in 
the coming days before easing next week. 

– Overall, ample supply and mixed selling behaviour are seeing cereal hay ease for a second 
consecutive week, while straw prices have edged higher. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: -5 ($235 to $375/t). Prices decrease this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($445 to $605). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +5 ($120 to $170/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Pasture hay: -5 ($175 to $255/t). Prices decrease this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and viewing the feed 
before purchase to ensure its quality. 

 

Southeast South Australia 
– Soil moisture is above average across the region, a sharp turnaround from 2025. Some 

paddocks are waterlogged, limiting access and slowing crop growth as crops move through 
advanced stages. 

– June rainfall has been strong, including 167mm or rain at Millicent, with a further 15mm to 
25mm of rain expected by the weekend.  

– Heavy late-week rainfall around Mount Gambier, along with damaging winds and frost 
warnings, may affect crops and field access in the short term. 

– Crops were sown on time into good moisture, and many paddocks have already been top 
dressed. Growers report this as the strongest start to winter in over a decade. 

– Wet conditions have delayed fertiliser applications in some areas, while high input costs, 
particularly fertiliser, remain a concern for producers heading into spring. 
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– Short days and frequent frosts are keeping crop moisture demand low for now, but growers 
remain focused on the need for follow-up rainfall in August and September. 

– With feed readily available across the region, hay demand remains low and buyer activity is 
limited.  

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($225 to $305/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($400 to $540/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($125 to $175/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($190 to $260/t). Prices remain steady this week.  

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and inspecting the 
fodder before purchase to ensure its quality. 

 

Central South Australia 
– Soil moisture levels are above average across most agricultural regions, a clear shift from 

2025. Some paddocks are waterlogged, limiting access and affecting crop growth in the short 
term as crops move through advanced stages. 

– Cooler temperatures are setting in, with frost risk increasing across parts of the region, 
including the Barossa where weather warnings are in place. Shorter days and colder conditions 
are keeping crop moisture demand low for now. 

– Some areas, such as around Jamestown, are expected to receive lighter rainfall, reinforcing the 
need for follow-up rain in August and September. 

– Export demand has slowed, leaving more hay within the domestic market. Growers are starting 
to reduce asking prices to keep hay moving, although widespread price shifts are still emerging. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($245 to $305/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($430 to $550/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($160 to $250/t). Prices remain steady this week 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and inspecting the 
fodder before purchase to ensure its quality. 

 

Southwest Western Australia 
– Early autumn rainfall and mild conditions have pushed many grain crops ahead of schedule 

across the southern wheatbelt. This raises frost risk during flowering in late winter, which could 
impact yield and influence hay availability later in the season. 

– Winter crops are progressing quickly under favourable conditions, and pasture growth is strong 
across much of the region. This is reducing the immediate need for hay on farm. 
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– Rainfall in key areas such as Manjimup and Collie has refreshed soil moisture and aided crop 
growth, with drier windows either side allowing field work to continue. Donnybrook is expecting 
rainfall into the weekend, followed by cold overnight temperatures and increased frost risk. 

– In northern regions such as the Gascoyne and Pilbara, recent rainfall has improved short term 
soil moisture. However, without follow-up rain, pasture growth will remain limited, which may 
lead to increased hay demand out of the Southwest later this year. 

– No change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +/-0 ($190 to $280/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +/-0 ($590 to $790/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($110 to $170/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +/-0 ($220 to $270/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and inspecting the 
fodder before purchase to ensure its quality. 

 

Northwest Tasmania  
– Below average rainfall from March to May, combined with warm conditions, supported solid 

pasture and crop growth leading into winter. 

– Conditions are now turning wet, with up to 50mm of rain forecast, along with strong winds, frost 
risk and possible snow over the next few days. This may impact crops, limit access, and 
increase the need for handfeeding. 

– Local reports indicate around 140mm of rain this week, slowing silage work and reducing 
paddock access. Earlier warm conditions kept silage demand low, with prices easing. 

– Hay prices have lifted by around $20 per tonne as growers look to move stock. Buyer activity 
remains cautious, slowing sales. 

– The straw market is slow. Growers are actively looking to sell, with more sellers than buyers in 
the market. 

– If wet and cold conditions continue, short term demand for hay may increase as feeding 
requirements lift. 

– Some change to pricing this week. 

– Cereal hay: +20 ($220 to $280/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Lucerne hay: +20 ($325 to $405/t). Prices increase this week. 

– Straw: +/-0 ($100 to $160/t). Prices remain steady this week. 

– Pasture hay: +20 ($260 to $320/t). Prices increase this week. 

Please note: Unless stated otherwise, prices are per tonne, sourced, and delivered locally. The 
price range indicated is for feeds of varying quality. We recommend testing and inspecting the 
fodder before purchase to ensure its quality.  
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